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Y i:. Yousaf handed 
down death in 

blasphemy case 
By Our Staff Reporter 

LAHORE, Aug 5: The Lahore 
sessions judge on Saturday 
awarded death sentence with a 
fine of Rs50,OOO to one Yousaf 
Ali under  Section 295-C in a 
blasphemy case. 

The convict who is a resident 
of Defence Housing Society As 
also found guilty under Pakistan 

1 Penal Code sections 295-A, 298- 
A, 505(2), 420 and 406 and he 1 
was awarded jail terms of 10 
years with a fine of Rs50,000, 
th ree  years with a f ine of 
Rs20,000, seven years on three 
counts with a fine of Rs30,000, 
Rs20,OOO and Rs20,000 respec- 
tively. The sentences shall run 
consecutively. 

The case was registered at  
Millat Park police station on 
March 29,1997 on the complaint 
of Tehrik-i-Khatmi Nabuwwat 
office-bearer Ismail Shujabadi. 
Charges in the case were framed 
on February 1. Journalists were 
barred from attending proceed- 
ings of the case. I 

Advocate Ismail Qureshi repre- ' 
senting the complainant had said 
that Yousaf Mi, as a member of 
majlis-i-shoora, went to Saudi 
Arabia and on his return started 
propagating that he had been 
designated as the Saudi govern- 
ment's special ambassador. 

The counsel said tha t  the  
accused used to 'collect dona- 
tions from people saying that he 

1 
i could help them see images of 

the Holy Prophet (PBUEI). - 



PUBLISHED FROM L A H & ~ E ,  ISLAMABAD AND KARACHI 

-v was reg~stered ami l l a t  Park PO- 

1 
lice Station on h a t c h  29' 1997 Yousaf (FIR No. 70197) on the complaint 

I 
of one Muhammad Ismail Shu- 

awarded death jabadi, the General Secretary of 
Tehrik-i-Khatm-i-Nabuwat, whb 

for blasphemy alleged that the accused claimed 
himself of beinrr a Prouhet of God ' 1  By Anjum Mufit and of being bestow& with 'Va- 
hee' (Messages from Almighty). 

LAHOREThe accused Yousaf 
Ali, resident of Defence m a  hav- I 

Yousaf under section 295-C PPC awarded death i . 
I - wlth a fine of Rs 50.000. He was 

ing been found guilty of commit by posing himself as ~rophkt.  
) ting the offenceof blasphemy, wa After registration of the FIR the 

accused was arrested by police dd 
remained in jail for over two years I on judicial remand before beihg 
finally bailed out by the Lahore 
High Court on the statuatory 
grounds of remaining in custody 
without commencement of trial. 
The trial was taken up by the Ses- 
sions Judge Lahore and the ac- 
cused attended the proceedings on 

I 

1 

currently. 
District and Sessions Judge La- 

hore announced the judgement of 
the case in early working hours 
Saturday. There was tight security 
in and around Sessions Court 
premises. A heavy contingent of 
police had cordoned off the entire 
area the night before the judge- 

See page 9, c0l5 & 

Fmm page 1 
ment was announced and no one 
was allowed to enter the court 
premises in early working hours. 
The District and Sessions Judge 
spent the n~ght in his retiring room 
finalising judgment of the case. He 

in court on Saturday. 
Having been found guilty of all 

1 ' 
' 

/ 

already been brought to the court , 
room from jail. The court pro- 
nounced the operative part of the 
300-page judgment in open court :: 
at about 8:05 am after which the i: 
accused was again taken to the jail. 

also awarded sentence of 10 years 
RI and fine of Rs 50,00 under sec- 
tion 295-A PPC, one year RI and 
fine of Rs 10,000 under section 
296 PPC, 3 years RI with fine Rs 
20,000 under section 298-A PPC, 
7 years RI and fine of Rs 20,000 

30,000 under section 505(2) PPC. 
All the sentences would ttke con- 
secutive effect rather than concur- 
rent. It took 3 years, 4 months and 
8 days time h m  the in registration of 
the case to the final judgment. 

J'J 

s?&i~~af 

bail. As many as 14 witnesses were 
examined and cross examined by 
the prosecution and defence. The 
bail of the accused was cancelled 
by cburtjust two days prior to giv- 
ing final judgment on the grounds 
that he was absent from the court 
proceedings on July 3 1. 2000 as 
such he was produced in custody 

left the court premises at 5 am and 
returned at 7:00 am. He held his 
court at 8:00 am. The accused had 

I 

As per details a case of commit- . - 
ting blasphemy against the convict 

charges against the accused the 
court awarded death sentence to 

/ 

1 

in each of the two offences under 
section 406 and section 420 PPC 
and also 7 years RI and fine of Rs 
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Saleemu- Rehman Advocate 
and Rukhsana Lone appeared for 

August 6,2000 the convict while M- Is- 
maeel Qlireshi, Aslam Awais, 

I Ghulam Mustafa Chaudhry and 
Jamadi-ul-Aml 6,1421 A H \ death for blasphemy 11 Iqbal Cheema represented the 

prosecution. 
The case is bound to draw at- 1 

~I~SO jailed for 36 years and fined 
h 200,000; appeal to be Ned before LHC 

By Our Corr@spOhdsnt aWr a court battle that lasted for 
thee years, four month and six 

tention once again to the blas- 
phemy law itself. Immediately 
after the verdict, Yousaf AWS 
lawyer Salimw Rehman said the 
main charges agmnst hi client 
was that he called himself 'ma 

LAHORE: District and Sessions dayd. The lawyer3 of Muhamad 
Judge Mian Jehangir on Saturday Youspf Ali, led by Saleemur 
morning awarded the death R e h ,  say they will be imme- 
penalty to Yousxf Ali in the blas- diateiy filing an appeal before 
  he my case in which he is the Lahore High Court and &O I 

- -  - -  - 
(breach of trust); and seven 
years RI and fine of Rs 20,000 , 
under section 420 PPC (cheat: : 
inn). 

Muhammad', meaning in Arabic, 
'I am Muhammad". He argued 
this would not amount to blas- 
phemy had the accused lived in 
Saudi Mi, since in the Arabic 

charged. see@ bail. language he was merely giving 
The court also awarded 35 The court, aRer examining 14 ' his first name, Muhammad. The 

yeam rigorous imprisonment prosec tion witnesses, sen- pmsecution and the judge how- 
( R q  to the convict besides im- tenced~ousaf All to death and ever clearly held ihe accused had 

-. The judgement was an- 

nounced amidst a tight security 
cordon thrown around the build- 
ing of the Sessions Court. The 
convict was shifted to Kot Lakh- 
pat Jail after the verdict. 

posing a Rs 200,000 fine on him fined hh Rs 50,000 under sec- 
under different sections of the tion 295-C PPC (use of deroga- 

fore the complaint was lodged. 
- Muhammad Yousaf Ali had 
served in the Mejlis-e-Shura 
under General Ziaul Haq, after 
being called back from Cyprus; 
by the late General to take up 
this post. At the time Yousaf was 
Director General of a Cyprus- 
based organization, Muslim 
Youth Unity, which eqjoyed fi- 
nancial support from an ortho- 
dox Middle Eastern Islamic na- 
tions. Yousaf Ali had also 
completed his MA in Islamiyat 
From the Punjab University, and 
had later retired from the armed 
forces of Pakidan as a captain. 
As a man with some controver- 
sial views on the lines of the sufi 

gone well beyond this and Yousaf 

, mystics, ~ousaf AU had a large 
following of mureeds or disci- 
ples, who reamined close to him 
pdor to his arrest for blasphemy. 

Constitution. tory rembks); 10 years RI along Ali had indeed presented himself 
The Millat Park police had with fine of Rs 50,000 under set- ' blasghemously as'the Prophet 

registered a blasphemy case tion 295-hi PPC (for malicio* H a ~ a t  (PBUH), with 
agaihst Yousaf on the complaint insulting the religion); one year 1 &he court thus turrung down the . 
of Majlis-eKhahne Nab- Sec- RI and fink of Rs 10,000 under 'defence's plea. The main com- , 
retary General Ismaeel Shuja section 298 PPC (making any, plainant in the ease, Secretary 
Abadi on March 29,1997. suggestive estures in public); General of the Msjlis-e-Khahne 

The verdict was announced Cont k , ued onpage 11 Nabuwat Ismaeel Shyja Abadi - told the court during proceed- 
~m#n~8ah?pa#e I ings he had not heard the ac- 

three years RI and fine of R~ cused declare prophethood him- 
'20,000 under section 2 9 8 ~  p p ~  self, but many other witnt.ss had 
(use of derogatory remarks); told him of this. Of the 14 wit- 
seven years RI and fine of R~ nesses who appeared, four conr 

fumed Yousaf had made this 30.000 under section 505(2) . bbphemow cb, r16ch they (making false statement); 
Seven years RI and fine of R~ had t h e ~ 1 m  heard some year 
20,000 under section 4~ p p ~ :  "d a half or two Years ago be- 
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NO . 
Let's light the torch again 
Let's revive Iqbal': Paltistan again 
Be a part of the yol~th revolution .... 
Jail1 us and Zaid H m i d  to  witness p 

RSVP: Maria B, Brasstacics, PKI(H . - .. 

Date : 31st January 
I 

Venue: Convention Centre Islamabad. 1 
Time : 2 prn 
RSVP : A1.l : 0333-5503977 
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Do we stand baclt and watch? 
NO . 
Let's light the torch again 
Let's revive Iqbal's Paltistan again 
Be a part of the youth revolution .... 
Join us and Zaid Hamid to witness pure patriotic magic. 

RSVP: Maria B, Brasstaclts, PI<KH 

Date : 31st January 
Venue: Convention Centre Islamabad. 
Time : 2 pm 
RSVP : ALI : 0333-5503977 

- ..  . , 

RSVP: Maira, Brasstacks, PKKH 
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