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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN

PROCEEDINGS OF THE
SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE
HELD IN CAMERA

Thursday, the 3th September, 1974

The Special Committee of the whole house met in camera in
the Assembly Chamber, (State Bank Building), Islamabad, at nine
of the clock, in the moming, Mr. Chairman (Sahibzada Farooq Aliy
in the Chair.

RECITATION FROM THE HOLY QUR'AN

QADIANI ISSUE - GENERAL DISCUSSION
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Before I give floor to Malik

(Interruptions)
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This may be distributed at once. Before 1 give & uf o7l
U il WA FF Lt 5 U floor to Malik Mobammad Jafr,
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before 12 (/1 F e (§ 45 collective J.../(T:, e SF Ut o5
give the floor to Malik Jafar, I would like to state that in future
security arrangements are our responsibility. We find so many
unwanted people who come in the canteen and other areas of the
Assembly premises. Some of them bring with them cameras.
People are bringing their friends. These things must come to an
end. I am going o totally stop such things.



A Member: What about galleries?
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[ am going to tatally stop them. I am going to stopo UnJzZ R
unwanted people coming through gate Nos. 3 and 4.

A Member: What about members?
Mr. Chairman: We trust our honourable members. People
i Jib 2 ru:,TL}'c“/fa“_.l‘g L-)@?l.l/-./arc bringing their friends.
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warnt your cooperation.

?Z g){(_}j[‘i.(vﬂlrigu»fbs:. UJ/( ff}{cjl} LJ)/{

Mr. Chairman: Of course, drivers will come. We have to
come to certain decisions which are going to affect certain persons.

I want your cooperation. Aﬁcr..(nd = 1 il W S open—-:

7th of September, we arc going to open it. We have even to fill
these galleries. As for sitting in the cafetaria, we have to regulate it.
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The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka is addressing the Joint - U{



Session today. Before her amival, 1 request that all the honourable
members be seated in their scats by 5.55 p.m. I will first welcome
the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka. It will not take more than an hour.
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Mr. Pirzada has come; and - U ¢~ Tb...)i.e i i R w2
I met him in the moming. 1 think, [ am sure much positive result
will come and unanimous decision will be taken. And with these

words, I am thankful to honourable members. I give the floor to
d{ Lf Malik Jafar, and for five minutes I would speak with AG.

I am leaving the House and the Deputy Speaker—./ 7 6 sl
will take the chair.
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[At this stage Mr. Chairman vacated the Chair which
was occupied by (Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi}]
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"You may ask why then we have organised ourselves into a
separate Jamaat".

A Tabshir publication under the guidance of "% s-{ f ”.:
i Us/) 2 Mirza Mubarak Ahmad. It has nothing 1o do with Islam.
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"Tenthly, that he will establish a brother-hood with me, i.e. the
promised massiah, on the condition of obeying me in
- everything good and keep it up to the day of his death and this
relationship will be of such a high order that its example will

not be found in any worldly relationship either of blood
relations or of servant and master."
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"In addition to the seats in the Provincial Assemblies for the
Provinces of Balochistan, the Punjab, the North-West Frontier
and Sindh specified in clause (1), there shall be in those
Assemblies the number of additional seats hereinafter
specified reserved for persons belonging to the Christian,
Hindu, Sikh, Budhist and Parsi communities or the scheduled

castes:-
Balochistan 1
The North-West
Frontier Province ... 1
The Punjab 3
Sindh 2"
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"The State shall safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of
minorities,: including their due representation in the Federal
and Provincial services."

[At this stage Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi vacated the Chair
which was occupied by Mr. Chairman.}
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"“Subject to law, public order and morality:-

(2) every citizen shall have the right to profess, practise
and propagate his religion; and

(b) every religious denomination and every sect thereof

shall have the right to establish, maintain and
manage its religious institutions."

il S 2t S U S FT U
e w1/ ./ propagate :(u'hﬂé../r‘f‘{{ st profess
& S JTT,:»‘:‘:. =y o) Lu:/.{?qrz_/ﬁ__,,-z
e G ag SL g Sy cp L S b Sr L
PSS 0ad G S gt N E i L2
2 Lpprfe it b S & b L el e
st gt &S i f o .,,Tﬁfln, g it fE o
5 KA T 1t s b (S | separate entity S
It e 2 JTL L SIS i eina S L
:%_Jﬂ
“Islam shall be the state religion of Pakistan."
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"{1) Loyalty to the State is the basic duty of every
citizen.

(2) Obedience to the Constitution and law is the basic

obligation of every citizen wherever he may be and of every
other person for the time being within Pakistan."

St Tontoyal b e S e P K GE O 47

e P aid gt P SR FTL ST
G o 8N G ' un (Cay o ST Uponsvds
¥l J)d/;ml;.: rﬁn Iy afota o u R P
ke e In k2t L‘/vdﬂﬂtlf(’;ﬁ J/?@J(GJI/J'EL‘;'
S T ol €t Toe b/ iml ot o 100 st
S Tttt Jmsta o T8 LD e b/ i
5 ¢ high treasonns S ($16 AT L TE L S8 505
LUlie tn 7§ high treason o =7 6 FAT 2 sl & bx
ot ot 15 Edeatnly SIS GYAS L T

Mr. Chirman: Just to interrupt the honourable speaker,
another information I would like to give to the honourable
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It is a privilege which should go to the M.N.As'- ¥ 2= /" colleot

close relatives and family members. My gallery will be occupied by
the entourage. We are having 45 diplomatic cards; then there is the
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Press. This part of DVG is reserved for MNAs' family members
and their close relatives; and if we issue one card for one, that
means about 200 cards; but we have got only 78 seats,
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"Every citizen shall have the right of freedom of speech and
expression and there shall be freedom of the press subeject to

any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interest of
the glory of Islam.”

- U < tjf (§s expressions! freedom of speech o ULz ¥

A6 azl L U }Ja,tg J_ug Gf..jufvﬁ glory of Islam
S tS5h GT o LBt fo ot Lt T J
S b profess f religion e b0 il s KA SN sl (f 01
AN TFET, - E DA APy Sk
Fe bSO LBk s SO SUHL
glory of 7 03 e 320 E 0 12 L G S Unt O 0T
e L:Cb Y b s 1 < S s d/rﬂ/f TRy <516 L Istam



b LUt gl Cﬂnuﬁ}ét‘zé}’&f(ﬂﬂ 0T sl o b b
& Se EA 0 e BT i (Kedn) il
o nate oIl Gale & g ol 2 & undias gt
S - Jg}"b.‘{rtﬁrl}/‘u‘:,d/fé-;Z:/exploity(l’t'éru-’l
o Fud e B Fud 7 § I e S
F e fulg b &SI 69 £y o 2y 03
Vrren de L Tl Frnye 2ane
S Fe TS L CondFUial b
7 Jlf[gffbw&:faffuﬁ{ ,'I:L A E‘rm"
e JISE AV e prrne b a b en
—e ALl o ]
s U Ll LIASI U FPL P Sl e
Ao L Lwi e n s 19748 29, < 20103 S
A fa b e 20l unie§r gL utE U
conw S oy St e 0§, o 2bln
Suzv Loy uregs §uim b ot od §Uiee

A

-k
S EF e S i p g A

Me Ll yelmm L urd g £l

e POWEI a2 g5 en T Q’QUJH‘;/{



PR PIVIVS LU LU ST RN L DL UDVIN LMD

Lot Fea o B empowdbb E S\,
b6 87t G U s G Fn_ o
Tt saz vl VSTl Jon Jf POW
e S S FUTFFL NI
[ e

Ut

Ny

e AR R

Seolon, & AUt Sra K T3 A e gl
ol L A s eikiy Be ape e xS e
Wi RIS U b sl il ST
I K ik iyl 2R 2 o SRS Uf 2 3 e
representation :’/J;l}:w &':_J‘—Uf".’\."-«ﬂjb d/ulvé oy & PSS o
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Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly....

P
Mr. Chairman: ...... and all the members of the National
Assembly.

Kgﬁ:bﬂ/g‘:ﬁ. < u:‘}anf.’d/u'/r"!dlp -2 2uL:;!’f..¢
Ul il S WO L Ll iz o bne o 5
S e Sy ot

ChiefJusticesof « 24 i3 i

Sz gt 2 L Ut el
bﬂUl/’/h‘.'«g«JUJfb';u-iﬁ. J/tl‘u




LA R e I R L O R W o Y I ] [ DURE 1YY

Supreme Court and the High Courts. I am not talking of the other
Chiefofthe —c tx €U L1 2 st Lo (59 Kﬁ/ﬂl i Justices.
Jad 4T v S Lofe P 21} Armed Forces
Kl (17 € s i KL Un S D3 5T oiz £ 6o o
e Ui e bl (o TA-L AT Ut Tt
S S e L 5"4131 S F e U P S LS S U

(et fe SAEF)

(=bie)
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[At this stage Mr. Chairman vacated the Chair which was
occupied by (Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi).]
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" “whereas this is established......":c- Fel S/l o

0 e 1 £2 Ut T "Now this Assembly do proceed to

that the followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad by whatever:./ Ly

name they are called are not Muslims and that an official Bill
be moved in the National Assembly to make necessary
amendment.”
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"Any person or sect that does not subscribe to and believe in
the Unity and Oneness of Almighty, the Books of Allah, the
Holy Quran being the last of them, Prophethood of
Mohammad (peace be upon Him) as the last of the Prophets
‘and that there can be no Prophet after him, the Day of
Judgement, and the requirements and teachings of the Holy
Quran and Sunnah, shall be considered to fall outside the pale

of Islam and shall be considered to be a member of a minority
community." '
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"After Article 2, the following explanation should be added:

"Explanation: 'Islam’' in this Article and wherever this word is
used in the Constitution means the religion which comprises the
following essential ingredients and articles of belief, namely, Unity
and Oneness of Almighty Allah, the Books of Allah, Holy Quran
being the last of them, the Prophethood of Mohammad (peace be
upon him) as the last of the Prophets, and that there can be no
Prophet after hirn, the Day of Judgement, and the requirements and
teachings of the Holy Quran and Sunnah."

LT

"Definition of the word 'Muslim' should be included in Article
260. This definition should be in terms contained in the
relevant part of the oath of office in respect of the President
and the Prime Minister."
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in the General Clauses Act, wherever these words are used, they

should have the meaning as written in this Articie of the
Constitution.
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"The property and assets of these organizations, that is, the
Rabwa and the Lahori group - the two sects - should be taken
over by the Auqaf Department. If 11 is necessary for this
purpose, the enactment dealing with this subject can be
amended or new legislative measure can be taken. It is further
proposed that this trust should be managed by a serving or a
retired Judge of the Supreme Court, who should be assisted by
the Advisory Committee in which both the groups of the



26672 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN [Sth Sept., 1974

Ahmedia community should be given representation.”
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- JFL foreign influence 1. (§2

Foreign Influence: Appropriate legislative and exeuctive
measures should be taken so that the danger of foreign
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influence adversely affecting the interest of the State of
Pakistan, arising out of the organization and membership of
Ahmadia Missions in foreign countries, would be effectively
safeguarded against."
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“Provacative Literature: Literature of the Ahmadia Movement
which is of a provocative nature, or which 1s calculated to injure
the basic religious beliefs and sentiments of Muslims or Christians
should be prescribed. The possession of such literature, its bringing
into Pakistan and its circulation, whether it is an original writing or
is quoted in any other published matter, should be made an offence.
To avoid chances of any unjust or unreasonable action, it is

proposed that an appeal to the Supreme Court should be provided
against any order of the Government made in this behalf."
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“Special Outh 1 do solemnly swear that I will bear true faith

and allegiance to Pakistan and that, in the discharge of my
duties as a public servant, I will keep the interest....."
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"Special QOath for Public Servants: The Federal Government
and the Provincial Governments should be given authority,
within their respective jurisdictions, to prescribe a special oath
for persons in the service of Pakistan holding specified posts,

which are considered by the Government concemned to be of a
very high national importance.”

EE L AT

"I do solemnly swear that 1 will bear true faith and allegiance
to Pakistan and that, in the discharge of my duties as a public
servant, I will keep the interest of the State of Pakistan above
all considerations arising out of, or connected with, my being
a member of any communal, sectarian or spiritnal group,
organization or cult whatsoever."
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"Tabligh: Government should set up an organization whose
duty it should be to propagate the hasic articles of the faith of
Isiam, particularly the concept of Finality of Prophethood.”
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"Recommendation No. 7 is based on a hope that if the
propagation of the basic principles of Islamic creed
particularly the concept of Finality of Prophethood is taken
seriously in hand by those competent to do so, the heresy
involved in the Ahmadia Movement, whether it be of the
Rabwah or Lahori pattern, whould be abandoned by a fairly
large number of Ahmadis, provided the mission is carried on
in a rational and scienti{ic manner and with sympathy and
compassion rather that ill-will.”
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{At this stage Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi vacated the Chair
which was eccpupied by Mr. Chairman (Sahibzada Faroog Ali)]

O e 3 Ea L Pl s gk A
Se EFTS LT ot fulg b i Yoo ot PRI L
| A, WAL
Je PRl Url At e A Loy
S130 S E S GG szt LS S Tl
FEl e U S g 2 S b I35 g
S LIL D PGS rcsnr ko) i Lo S
el i:;mu:wf}a)ﬂ..,ﬁaﬁ“tgl,g/s.{’. r/sdwa,fb b s



JUI.::.M@K&T@ﬂs’ul_%yurgwfmfb{; 2yt
P g AN Kujz LU 7 e JU ez so-called 2 K
s Wt Lo LS N AsT Ut S U
PRIV -PR- TN SN N (S|

St e e Sln flstne (2 L ustat s
e FAS S e F T SPE B
St St G o f oo i Tt K e W OF
=g 7T zﬁ ¥ & acute gastro-entritis- u;f Jyr gastro-entritis
.:ﬁu{lfug_,a_q_ uﬁ’.?éfJ&:{&iL/x}dzﬁK
LSt bl e oy AL ie (EUS
a drtbedg T LU et Lo L Finig e
NPTy 3 RN

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much.
Wl b on B 1

Mr. Chairman: Sir, we have been sitting for ten days and
most of the ........
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I am not stopping you. We have_dg ol ;’.."al-d/: <] 2
been sitting for open debate for the last ten days and most of the
honourable members present today were absent; and 1 have been
requesting them that today we have got full opportunity, a member
can speak for two hours or three hours. And 5th was fixed for
Attorney-General. The time schedule has been announced also, and
if today everybody wants to consume the maximum time, it cannot
be allowed. { am sorry. You may speak and try to wind up.
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Mr. Chairman: Dr. Mrs. Abbasi. Two minutes by watch.

Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoor Abbasi: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 1
want to associate myself, on behalf of the lady members of this
House, with this important issue under discussion in this Special
Committee. The importance of the issue is evident because it is
being discussed in this august Committee of the whole House. We
just cannot overlook the complications of this issue because this
has stood unsolved for ninety long years. But, Sir, after hearing the
discussions and the speeches of the honourable members and the
‘Mahzarnamas' that have been produced in this angust Special
Comuinittee, and the cross-examination of two leaders of Ahmadi
Jamaat, has crystalised and there is no doubt that these Ahmadis
and Quadianis or whatever you call them are not amongst us. They
are not one with us, the Muslims as we are, [ want to emphasise
that the women popv.tion of Pakistan are as much concerned
about this issue as the male population of Pakistan.
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We know, Sir, that the issue has crystalised and we arc going
to pass certain laws to solve this issue once for all. After this 1ssue
is solved, we will have to combat after-effects of the solution. Sir, I
want to bring to the notice of the honourable members that when
they solve this issue, they must also go in the public and let them
understand the complications and what should be the solution of
these complications becanse, afier all, when you speak face to face
and when you tell the people how they have to behave, they
understand promptly. The modesty of the women is not molested.
The other things, i.e.. the intemational and national implicalions
will be solved, Insha Allah, if we put our shouider to it.

Thank you very much.
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Mr. Chairman: Mr. Attorney-General.

Mr. Yahya Bakhtiar (Attorney-General of Pakistan). Do you
want me to address now or after the break?

Mr. Chairman: We can break for ten minutes. And those
honourable members who want to speak tomorrow, they can get so
many points from the speech of the Attorney-General, and if certain
points are covered by the Attorney-General, those points need not
be repeated. So, we will meet at 12.15 p.m. sharp.

(The Special Committee adjourned for tea break to
re-assemble at 12.15 p.m)

[ The Special Committee re-assembled after tea break,
Mr. Chairman (Sahibzada Faroog Ali) in the Chair]

Mr. Chairman: Yes Mr. Attorney-General,

Mr. Yahya Bakhtiar : Mr, Chairman, Sir, in the firet place, [
express my apology for absence from the House for about a week
and, therefore, T was not in a position to hear some of the speeches
delivered by the honourable members. [ understand that some very
valid points were made and cogent reasons were given and many
interesting points were brought out. I really do not know whether I

would be repeating some of the speeches already delivered, but it
was a call of duty which compelled me to go to Karachi.

Another thing, Sir, which 1 want to clarify and, 1 hope, the
honourable members will appreciate, is my position as



Attorney-General. I have limitations and shertcomings which, 1
hope, the honourable members will appreciate. First of all, in this
subject, my shortcomings were obvious as for the language was
concerned or the languages were concerned and the subject matter
itself. But I did my best according to the instructions of this House
and I am grateful to the honourable members for the confidence
that they have reposed in me and for the cooperation that they have
extended. '

Sir, T did my best, to the best of my ability. I did my duty in
accordance with the wishes of the honourable membeys, and [ think
that the questions which were supplied to me were properly
formulated by me.

Secondly, Sir, as far as the evidence is concerned, it will be
my duty to bring it to the attention of the House as to what has
come on record and to sum it up. But, as Attorney-General, I am
not a member of the House and I cannot give findings as the Judges
do, and I cannot express any opinion also. [ feel, it is my duty to
assist the honourable House in an impartial manner. We must
realise and we must see that | am not here just to plead the cause of
one party against another, but it will be my duty, as you are the
judges, 1o bring (o your notice both the points of view so that
nobody should feel and nobody shouid say that this was a one-sided
show or that the Attomey-General, taking advantage of his position
or abusing his position, tried to influence the decision one way or
the other. So, I hope, that, with these limitations of mine in mind,
the honourable members will appreciate if I also put forward the
other point of view, or, in other words, both points of view.

As far as the decision is concerned, Sir, that is for the
members to take, and I am sure, and I am hopeful that this is going
to be a fair decision, a just decision, in accordance with the
sentiments and feelings of the people of this country. We should
have in mind the interests of Islam and the interests of the country,
and I have not the slightest doubt that the patriotic sentiments and
sentiments of love for Islam and for the love of the country are
there and, therefore, I have no doubt that the members will take the
right decision.
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I had the honour and privilege of discussing this matter with
the Prime Minister, who is also very anxious and is a worried man,
because this is going to be a very important decision. He thinks just
as any other Muslim thinks, and he has the sentiments like those of
any other Muslim but he is also the Prime Minister of the couniry, .
and he has got the responsibility to see that nobody is deprived of
his rights and nobody is deprived of his life, liberty, honour and
reputation in any manner except in accordance with law so, Sir, 1
hope and I understand that the leaders in this House have put their
heads together and they are trying to comg to a decision which
would be a fair decision and a just decision. You will recall, Sir,
that in the course of the cross-examination also 1 tried to impress
upon the leader of the Ahmadiya Jamaat, Rabwah, that this House
do not want to harm anybody or hurt anybody; this House wanted
to give a just and fair decision. Keeping that in mind, I will make
my submission and recapitulate the circumstances very briefly
which brought us to this day, to these proceedings.

Sir, before the House, there is a resolution and a motion,
There is a motion, which was moved by the honourable the Law
Minister, which is as follows:

"1 hereby give notice, under rule 205 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the National Assembly, 1973, of
my intention to make the following motion:- ‘

That this House do appoint a Special Committee
comprising the whole House, including persons who
have the right to speak and otherwise take part in the
proceedings of the House, with the Speaker as its
Chairman, performing the following functions:-

(1) To discuss the question of the status in Islam of persons
who do not believe in the finality of Prophethood of
Muhammad (peace be upon him).

(2) To receive and consider proposals, suggestions,
resolutions, etc., from its members within a period
to be specified by the Committee.

(3) To make recommendations for the determination of
the above issue as a result of its deliberations,



examination of witnesses and perusal of documents,
if any.

The quorum of the Committee shall be forty, out of
which ten will be from the parties opposed to the
Government in the National Assembly."

Then Sir, there is algo a resolution, which was moved by
thirty-seven honourable members of this House.

[At this stage Mr. Chairman vacated the Chair which was
occupied by (Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi).]

Mr. Yahya Bakhtiar : This reads, Sir, as follows:-

"We beg to move the following:

WHEREAS it is a fully established fact that Mirza
Ghulam Ahmed of Qadian claimed to be a prophet after
the last Prophet MUHAMMAD (peace be upon him);

AND WHEREAS his false declaration to be a prophet,
his attempts to falsify numerous Quranic texts and to
abolish Jihad were treacherous to the main issues of
Islam;

AND WHEREAS he was a creation of imperialism for
the sole purpose of destroying Muslim solidarity and
falsifying Islam;

AND WHEREAS there is a consensus of the entire
Muslim Ummah that Mirza Ghulam Ahmed's followers,
whether they believe in the prohphethood of the said
Mirza Ghulam Ahmed or consider him as their reformer
or religious leader in any form whatsoever, are outside
the pale of Islam;
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AND WHEREAS his followers, by whatever name they
are called, are indulging in subversive activities internally
and externally by mixing with Muslims and pretending to
be a sect of Istam,

AND WHEREAS in the Conference of the World
Muslim Organizations held in the holy city of
Mecca-Al-Mukarrama between the 6th and 10th April,
1974, under the auspices of Al-Rabita Al-Alam-Al-Islami
wherein delegations from one hundred and forty Muslim
Organizations and institutions from all parts of the world
participated, it has been unanimously held that
Qadianism is a subversive movement against Islam and

Muslim World which falsely and deceitfully claims to be
an Islamic sect. .

Now THIS Assembly do proceed to declare that the
followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, by whatever name
they are called, are not Muslims and that an official Bill
be moved in the National Assembly to make adequate
and necessary amendments in the Constitution to give
cftect to such declaration and to provide for the safeguard
of their legitimate rights and interests as a non—Mushm
minority of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.”

Sir, these are the two motions; a resolution and a motion.
Apart from that, some other resolutions are also pending before the
House, but they mostly deal with proposals for amending the
Constitution, and I will respectfully submit that I will not say
anything about them for two reasons. Firstly, only these two
documents were published in the Press and on the basis of these
two documents, the communities affected or likely to be affected
filed their written statements or memorials. On the basis of these
documents they were examined. Therefore, it will not be fair to say
anything with regard to the other resolutions. The Committee is
authorised and competent to deal with them at any stage, but T will
confine myself to these two documents and I shall make brief
comments belorc I go into the procedure adopted for considering

these documents. [ hope I am not misunderstood if I am very frank
in my comments on these two documents.



To begin with, first the motion by the honourable Law
Minister. Now, Sir, here it says “to discuss the question of the
status in Islam of persons who do not believe in the finality of
Prophethood of Muhammd (peace be upon him)”. Let us take the
expression “To discuss the question of the status in Islam”. If the
House is of the view that people who do not believe in the finality
of the Prophethood of Hazrat Muhammad (peace be upon him) are
not Muslims, then they have no status in Islam. They have nothing
to do with Islam. The motion is a contradiction in terms. If it were
said: “to discuss the question of the status in Islam or in relation to
Islam™, 1 could understand that; but to say “the status in Islam” is
presuming that they are Muslims. I think, it is a contradiction
which may not be of importance but it was my duty to bring it to
the notice of the House. You cannot say what is their status in
islam, “in relation to Islam”, yes. :

Again, Sir, with all respect, the rssolution moved by
thirty-seven members is, in my opinion, in some parts
contradictory. I will not go in great details, but the honourable
members will take notice of the fact that it says in one place that
whereas Mirza Ghulam Ahmad "was the creation of imperialism
for the sole purpose of destroying Muslim solidarity and falsifying
Istam”, then it says "WHEREAS there is consensus of the Muslim
Umma that these followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad are outside
the pale of Islam." Then it further said that the followers by
whatever name they are called, are indulging in subversive
activities internally and externally by mixing with Muslims and
pretending to be a sect of Islam. This is all very well. Then later
they say: declare them as a minority, a non-Muslim religious
cornmunity and amend the Constitution, provide for the safeguards
of their legitimate rights and interests. Do you want to perpetuate
subversion? Do you want to perpetuate the things which you
condemn in the preamble of this resolution? This is the
contradiction 1o which T wanted to draw your attention. On the one
hand you say: declare them a minority, declare them a separate
entity; and once you declare them as such, then you have-to protect
their rights. There is no alternative; and this is a very good part of
this resolution. I appreciate it, I commend it, when they say that
their legitimate rights and interests should be protected, but what
are those rights? On the one hand they say they are a subversive
movement, they indulge i subversion inside and outside. What is



that subversion? Propegating their religion, practising their
religion, whatever they may be? You want to safeguard their rights
and at the same time condemn them. You cannot have both. This is
something which is obvious. I am not criticising. I have no right to
criticise, but it is my duty do draw the attention of the honourable
members of the House that if you declare a section of population as
a separate religious community, then not only the Constitution but
even your religion enjoins upon you to respect their right to profess
and practise their religion and to propagate it. I dont want 1o say
anything more because I am fully conscious of the fact that there is
very limited time at my disposal.

Now, in view of these two documents, the motion as well as
the resolution, the honourable House has to determine certain
points or issues. I shall formulate and read these out:

(1) Whether Mirza Ghulam Ahmed of Qadiyan claimed to be
a prophet?

(2) What is the effect of such a claim of prophethood in
Islam or in relation to Islam? I had to mention both "in Islam" and
"in relation to Islam".

#li (3) What is the meaning of the concept of Khatam-i-
Nabuwwat; when we say "Khatim-un-Nabieen" what does it mean?

(4) Whether there is a consensus of the Muslim world that
followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadiyan, who consider him
as a prophet or promised Massiha, or both, are outside the pale of
Islam? '

(5) Whether Mirza Ghulam Ahmad and his followers
constder Muslims who deny his claim to be a prophet or the
promised Massiha as Kafirs and outside the pale of Islam?

(6) Whether Mirza Ghulam Ahmad founded a separate

religious community outside the pale of Islam or he merely started
a new sect within its fold?

(7) If he founded a scperate religious community, what
would be its status in relation to Islam and what rights it will have
under the Constitution of Pakistan? ‘



Next, I will very briefly recapitulate some of the circumstances
from the day the motion and the resolution were moved. These
were moved on the 30th June, 1974. After they were published, two
memorials were filed by the two Groups who follow Mirza Ghulam
Ahmed. Then representatives of both the Groups were invited to
read, on oath, their statements and memorials, and [ understand tha
they expressed a desire to be heard, so that they might furthey
clarify and elaborate their points of view. In these documents which
they filed, they refuted all the allegations made against them in the
resolution.

It was decided by the House Committee to appoint a Steering
Committee to receive questions and to examine them. For that
prupose the Commiittee directed that I should be here in Islamabal
with efect from 25th July, 1974, In compliance with that direction [
was here on 21st July. The Steering Committee took about a week
to scrutinise these questions which came in hundreds.

The delegation of Ahmadiya Community of Rabwa headed by
their Imam or Leader, Mirza Nasir Ahmad, was examined from 5th
to 10th August and then there was a break of ten days. He was
" again examined from 20th August to 24th August. In all, the
examination lasted for 11 days. Thereafter the other section of this
Community, headed by Maulana Sadruddin, who spoke through
Mian Abdul Mannan Omar because he is an old man and cannot
hear properly, was examined. They were examined for two days.
The reason was not that the House was discriminating between the
two or attached more importance to one and not to the other, but
for the simple reason that mast of the facts about, and documents
and wntings of, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had come on the record
through the first Group and there was no need to go further into
- these details as far as the second Group was concerned.

As for the first issue whether Mirza Ghulam Ahmad claimed
to be a prophet, I think it will be appropriate to say somthing
briefly about his life and works and the Ahmadyia Movement.
While dealing with this, 1 will be, in a way, dealing with the {ust
issue itself. Mirza Nasir Ahmad has filed a brief biodata of Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad. It is as follows:-
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Now, Madam, 1 have some more details of Mirza's life which |
could collect from the material placed at my disposal. I shall relate
these details.

He belonged to an important and respectful Mughal family of
the Punjab which had migrated from Samerkand to India at the
time of Mughal Emperor Baber. The {irst ancestor of
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to come to India was Mirza Hadi Beg.
Laquel Griffin, in his book "The Punjab Chiefs' says as follows, and
i quote:-

"Mirza Hadi Beg was appointed Qazi or Magistrate over
seventy villages in the neighbourhood of Qadian, which town
he 1s said to have founded and named it 'Istampur Qazi - Qazi',
from which Qadian by natural change has arisen. For several
generations the family hold offices under the Imperial
Government and it was only when the Sikhs became powerful
that it fell into poverty."

Thereafter, [ will read a portion from the Enquiry Committee -
Court of Enquiry - presided over by Mr. Justice Mohammad Munir
in 1953-34. About Mirza Ghulam Ahmad the Court says, and {
quote:-

The grand son of Mirza Ghulam Murtaza, who was a General
in the Sikh Durbar; he learnt Persian and Arabic languages at home
bul does not appear to have received any Western education. In
1864 he got some employment in the District Court, Sialkot, where
he served for four years. On his father's death he devoted himself
whole-heartedly to study religious literature and between 1880-84
wrote his famous 'Burhan-i-Ahmadiya’ in four volumes and later



wrote some more books. Acuie religious countroversies were going
on in those days. There were repcated attacks on Islam, not only by
Chiristian missionarics but also preachers of Arya Samaj, a liberal
Hindu movement, which was becoming very popular.

Here I believe Mr. Justice Munir is not correct in describing
Mirza Sahib as grandson of Mirza Ghulam Murtaza because Mirza
Nasir Ahmad in his paper says that that was his father's name.

According to the statement of Mirza Nasir Ahmad before the
House, between the years 1860-1880, the British brought with
them, what he called, an army of Padris - about 70 in number, as he
mentioned and fierce religious controversies started, as these
Padris, according to him, had declared that they would convert
Muslims in India to Christianity. And Mirza Nasir Ahmad said
with regard to these Padris and their attack on Islam and on Holy
Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon him) that -
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At thal stage, according to Mirza Nasir Ahmad, some Ulema and
other leaders of Muslims religious thought came forward to reply to
thesc Christian attacks and to repulse these attacks, and these
included Nawab Sadiq Hasan Khan, Maulvi Aley Hasan, Maulvi
Rahmatullah Mohajir Dethvi, Ahmad Raza Sahib and Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad, and he said - 1 do not know about all of them - but
I believe about all of them and not just Mirza Ghulam Ahmad:
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And that was the reason why they came forward to repulse these
attacks on Islam and the Holy Ptophet (Peace be upon him). These
controversies, these Munazeras, naturally made all those Muslims,
including Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, very popular amongst Muslims.
They became their heroes and it seems that Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
was leading them in popularity among Muslims for repulsing these
attacks on Islam, although, as it has become apparent from the
record, thal some of the methods adopted by him and may be by
others in repulsing these altacks, were not desirable and were rather



objectionable - the way Jesus Christ was attacked or insulted, is not
only objectionable today but even at that tune Muslims had
objected to that. Even at that time Mirza Ghulam Ahmad had to
come out with explanation after explanation. But I will not go into
that detail. Because of this popularity and because they were
Muslims who treated him as hero, in 1889 we find that Mirza
Ghulam Ahmed decided at the age of 54 that-he should accept the
oath of discipleship from his followers or those who respected him
or who. were willing to accept him as their religtous leader. Now
here we find that in Burhan-i-Ahmadiya he had already mentioned
that he received some divine messages or was in communication
with Allah; that was known; but in 1889, actually in December
1889, according to his son, Second Khalifa of Ahmadiya Jamaat,
Rabwah or Qadian, he actually founded this movement in March
1889, and the foundation of the movement does not refer to his
claim to prophethood or of Massih-e-Mauood but to the effect that
he started receiving oath of discipleship from his followers, There
is no doubt that at that slage he got followers because the writings
which we have seen leave no douht that he had a very forceful pen,
very eloquent pen, and he was undoubtedly a very capable person.
He wrote eloquently in Arabic, Persian and Urdu. But one fact
must be kept in mind that, in 1889, and there is some confusion on
the point - in one place 1 read that in December 1889, he received a
message that he was Messih-e-Mauood, but he did not announce it
and did not proclaim it. He only went to Ludhiana from Qadian to
receive the oath of discipleship. Why? Why he did not announce it
there in Qadian is for you to judge. But T find from the book of
Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmad, the book called "Ahmadiyat
or True Islam", that he went to Ludhiana (o receive it, this oath of
discipleship, and his other book, a small biography. In some other
literature I read that according to Muslim religious literature, the
Messiah was to come in a place, not come in a place but announce
and proclaim his being Messiah in a place called 'Lud’. Probably
keeping this in view he thought it appropriate to go to Ludhiana for
the purpose or 1o receive oath of discipleship. He did not begin it in
Qadian. This is what I want to point out. I shall go in greater detail
about these controversies with Christians at a later stage.

Here, it is also my duty to bring to the notice of the House that
it was seriously alleged that his prophethood and Ahmadi
movement were inspired and nurtured by the Briush lmperialism.
This is not only mentioned in the resolution but also in a lot of



other literature that il was done at a time when the call for Jehad
was raised against these foreign imparialists, from Sudan to
Samatra. It was felt, they say by the British, to stop this call for
Jehad, and [or that purpose they utilised Mirza Sahib's services.
This is an aspect also to which [ draw your attention. It is also
alleged that the followers of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, because of the
oath of discipleship, which contained a clause, or that was part of
his faith, should be loyal to the British Government, or that loyalty
to the British Government was made an article of faith - a very
servipus factor - which was very much resented by the Muslims
who wanted to get rid of the foreign imperialists who had usurped
their Government and their authority in this sub-continent. In this
way, 1t 1§ alleged that because of that faith or part of that faith -
loyalty to the British Government - the Alwmadis or the followers of
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad provided very good and excellent spics to
the British Government. We find a reference that in 1925 therc was
one Mulla Abdul Hakim and another Mutla Noor All; two Ahmadis
who in Afghanistan were declared 'Murtad’ and Killed, not because
they were Murtad, net only for that reason, but according to the
statements of those days, and [ understand 'Al Fazil' of 3rd March,
1925 also, confirmed this fact that they were found in possession of
somc documents indicating that they were agents of the British
Government and that they wanted to overthrow the Government. |
have to bring it to lthe notice of the House that these are the facts
which have been mentioned. T don not say they are correct.

As regards Mirza Sahib's inlerpretation of, or his approach to,
the Holy Quran, as far as T understand, his approach was similar to
that of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, cxcept for a few Ayaats which
according to him concern Messiah or his own prophethood. He had
a retionalistic interpretation of the Holy Quran. The most
spectacular weapon that he used to overcome and over-awe
Muslims and others was his prophesies, I should say his reckless
prodictions about the persons who opposed him that they would
come 1o sad end within a imited period or sufler miserably.

Madam, in 1891, Mirza Sahib claimed to be the Promised
Messiah and later on he also claimed to be a prophet. 1 wili deal
with as to what kind of prophet he claimed he was, later on.
According to his son, Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, and 1
quote from his book "Ahmadiyyat or the True Islam™:



"Iis task was to sift all errors and misinterprelations
which may have crept into an existing religious system owing
to lapse of time; but he had a much higher mission 1o
perform. He had to discover in it new and limitless treasures
ol eternal truths and hidden powers.

By pointing out this miracle of the Holy Quran, the
Promised Messiah has effected a revolution in spiritual
matters, The Muslims certainly believed that the Holy Quran
was perfect, but during the last thirteen hundred years nobody
had imagined that not only was it perfect but that it was an
mexhaustible store house in which the needs of all future ages
had been provided for, and that on investigation and research
it woukl yield far richer treasures of spiritual knowledge than
the material treasures which nature is capable of yielding. The
Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement has, by presenting
to the world this miraculous aspect of the Holy Quran, thrown
open the door to a far wider field of discovery and research in
spiritual matters, than any scientific discovery has ever done
in the realm of physical science. He not only purified islam of
all extraneous errors and presented it to the world but also
presented the Holy Quran to the world in a light which served
at once to satisfy all the intellectual needs of mankind which
the rapidly changing conditions of the world had brought into
existence and to furnish a key to the solution of all future
difficulties.”

Now, Madam, T shall briefly say one or two things on this
point, namely, that he discovered hidden treasures in the Holy
Quran which for thirteen hundred years no other Muslim had been
able to discover. Nobody doubts that the Holy Quran has a wealth
of treasure that mankind wili discover; nobody can deny that. It is
full of wisdom. As man progresses, as we go deep into it, we find
new mcanings and new discoveries. But when 1 pointedly asked
Mirza Nasir Ahmad as 1o what the discoveries were which excepl
Mirza Sahib no Muslim knew before, apart from his interpretation
of 'Khatim-un-Nabiyyeen', or about the life of Hazrat Essa whether
he is alive or not, or directly qurery he pointed out that there was
his commentary on "Surah Fateha" in which 70 per cent of his
interpretation and commentary was new, That is for the leared
Ulama of the House 1o judge and comment on. T have nothing (o



o

say; bul 1 know of only Allama Igbal's opinion about his
discoverics in the Holy Quran, namely:-
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(our age has also produced a prophet, who in the Quran could
see nothing but himself))

And 1 think it is a very fair assessment. As far as we could
understand, Mirza Sahib interpreted or re-interpreted those
provisions which interested him.

Now, Madam, while dealing with his life and religious career,
I will draw the attention of the House to three different stages in his
life, and in this career, as already mentioned, the first stage was
when he was a religious leader like other Muslun religious leaders
having the same faith, the same views, the same notions, and he
crossed swords with Christians and Arya Samajes. To indicate his
view at this slage, say from 1875-76 to 1888-1889, I will first read
a quolation. It is a translation from Arabic from 'Roohani Khazain',
volume 7, page 220, by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Quadiani, Here he
says:- :
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This was in clear terms. He expressed his views on the subject of
“Khatim-un-Nabiyyeen". Then he farther said:
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This was from 'Kitabul Bariya’, volume 13, Roohani Khazain,
Hashia 217-218.

. Again hc says in his er:f.Jf,fl appearing in dlau
17 volume 3, page 412, 1 quote:
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Then threre 1s quotaiton from an Jlf"f:'lof Mirza Sahib pubhshed on

the 20th of Shaban in TQbhg of Mirza Saiib Resalat. Here he says
and | quote:
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This was the first stage of his religious carcer.

The second stage starts somewhere 1888 when the oath of
discipleship was taken {rom his followers. [ will read about the oath
of discipleship from the book of Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud
Ahmad, page 30. It says:
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"In short the effect of the book began (he is talking of
,]l o e 'y graduatly to sprcad and many a people wrote to
the promised Messiah praying that he might accept from them
the oath of discipleship. But he always declined and replied
that all his actions depended upon Divine guidance till the
month of December, 1888, when the revelaltion came to him
that he should accept from people the oath of discipleship.
Accordingly, the first oath took place in the year 1889 at
Lodhiana (as | have already mentioned) in the house of one
sincere follower named Mian Ahmad Jan and the first to take
the oath was Maulana Moulavi Nooruddin (May God be
pleased with him). The same day altogether 40 persons took
the oath."

As already mentioned by him, at this stage he had not proclaimed
that he was a promised Messiah or prophet. He had only mentioned

that he was receiving divine revelation and was in communication
with God.

Then, Madam, we go to the second stage of his career and
how he starts the beginning. I may be wrong, but as far as I could
understand, he moved very cautiously, very carefully, to change the
position which he had taken before. The lecture in Sialkot, and
'Mubahsa' in Rawalpindi, at these places, he made some utterances
which are interesting. He does not claim that he is a prophet. But
he says, and I quote:
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Then the next step we find is this which I have just read from

his 'Roohani Khazain', volume 20, page 327. Then

"Tajaliat-i-Ilahia’. Again, I quote from 'Roohani Khazain', volume
20, page 412, Here he says:
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So now he has claimed to be a prophet or a Nabi' of a sub-ordinate
" nature. He is not a full-fledged prophet. He says he belongs to the
Umat' of the holy Prophet of [slam and through his benedication
and blessing he has acquired that status. And when he is asked to
define, then in 'Tajilliat-i-Ilahia’ '"Mubahsa Rawalpindi' again in
'Rochani Khazain', volume 20, page 412, he says:
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The next step or argument advanced by him is in 'Haqiagt-ul-Wahi',

published in 'Roohani Khazain', volume 22, page 99-100. Here he
says and clearly says:
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Then he says in 'Nazool Masih', 'Hashia Az Mubahsa Rawalpindi’,
in 'Roochani Khazain', volume 18, page 381:
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1 will not take more of the honourable House's ttme but 1 will
read at this stage only one or two small quotations. He says in
‘Hagiqat-ul-Wahi" again from 'Roohani Khazain', volume 22, page
100:
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[At this stage Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi vacated the Chair
which was occupied by Mr. Chairman (Sahibzada Farooq Ali.)]

Mr. Yahya Bakhtiar: After that we reach the third stage of
his carrer, but before I come to that, Sir, there are one or two
references to which I will draw your attention. They are about their
interpretation of o 6 and why therc was need for a Prophet
according to the Qadianis or Mirza Ghylam Ahmed himseif or his
followers. This reason is given in ‘U =¥ "which is published in
the Review of Religions, Volume XIV, No. 3-March and April
1915 Issue. I find it interesting and pathetic, and I do not have to
say why, but the background and the reasons why Mirza Sahib had
to claim or was sent as Massih-e-Mouood is given here on page

101. T will just read some portions of it. It is written-parration-he
says:
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Then further he says:
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I do not have to comment on this, Sir. On the one hand it has been
eloguently said on behalf of Ahmedis or Qadianis that Messiah will
not come from heaven above as the other Muslims believe. Here
they depict that picture showing him descending physically and
that is being emphasised. Then the pathetic part is that on the one
hand it is said that how much this man was needed and how much
he did and what was his cause, what was his aim, what was his
purpose to help Muslamans, to save them, and yet as he says:
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Why? Why this reaction? Why this sharp, violent, hostile reaction
against a person who 1s a hero, who is a friend, who has been
helping them? This we have to consider and this is simple because
he had struck at the roots of one of the cardinal principles of our
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faith, the faith of Musalmans, the concept of ‘,L')J f F @. There was

not other reason why Muslims should attack a person and be so
hostile to him as his own son describes.

Again, Sir, the reason why Mirza Sahib ‘tdime into this world
as a Nabi or Messiah and what was the need for it and the
interpretation of his followers and Mirza Sahib himself about the

concept of s’ f’is given in Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood
Ahmed's book 'Ahmadiyyat or True Islam', page 10 and 11. I will
read from there. It is 1937 edition. I quote:

"We hold the belief that this succession of Prophets will
continue in the future as it has existed in the past, for reason
repudiates any permanent cessation of this system. If this
world is to continue to pass through ages of spiritual darkness,
ages in which men will wander away from their Maker; if
from time to time men are to be liable to go aastray from the
right path and to grope in the thick darkness of doubt and
despair in their efforts to regain it; if they are to continue their
search after the light in all such ages and times, it is
impossible to believe that Divine Torch-bearers and Guides
should cease to appear; for it is inconsistent with
= l2/(Rahmaniyyart), the Mercy of GGod, that he should
permit the itl but should not provide the remedy, that he
should create the yearning but should abolish the means of
satisfying it. To imagine so would be to offer an insult to the
Fountain-head of mercy and compassion, and to betray one's
spiritual blindness.... If the world was ever in need of a
Prophet, it 1s much more in need of one today, when religion
has become hollow and Truth is, as it were, dead."

Now, Sir, this is a rationalistic approach. They say that, well,
after all, the world is a new place; different people will come and -
from time to time, as Allah sent his Prophets before, he will
continue to send his Prophets. This sounds reasonable, it seems
sensible. He says that this process should not stop. Mankind will
need revclation from Allah or somebody to come and interpret the
revelation which has already come. This their rational approach.
They have published the book in England for English people.
When I asked Mirza Nasir Ahmed whether any prophet had come



after the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace be uppon him) and
before Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, he said, No'; when I asked whether
any prophet has come or is likely to come after him, he said "No'.
So, all this reasoning and rationalism disappeared in fog and mist;
and what does it actually mean? It simply means that he is gf.*’ifhi‘
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad is the last of all prophets. They come fo thar
conclusion.

Mr. Chairman: | think, the rest we will thake up tomorrow,

So, tomorrow, we meet at 9.30 a.m. as the Committee of the whole
House.

Thank you very much.

(The Special Commiitee of the whole House adjourned to meet at
half past nine of the clock, in the morning, on Friday, the 6th
September, 1974.)
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